
 I am writing in regards to NAB's petition 04-160.  Throughout history, 
Americans have been afforded a number of rights outlined by the constitution and 
its amendments.  As we have all been told from the time we enter elementary 
school until we graduate from college, these are rights that we should not allow 
to be taken from us.  Therefore, it is our duty as citizens of the United States 
to question our leaders as they consider passing a bill that would restrict 
these rights.   
Petition 04-160 of the NAB is threatening our country's rights in more ways than 
one.  First, and most obviously, this bill is a threat to freedom of speech.  If 
the government places controls on the type of programming satellite radio can 
air, they are violating the first amendment.  Broadcasting localized information 
such as weather and traffic reports is not offensive in any way and does not 
deserve to be restricted from the air.  In fact, it seems that it should be 
encouraged.  During times of heavy traffic or bad weather, the AM and FM radio 
stations may not always be able to give adequate coverage and information.  
Allowing satellite radio stations such as those provided through XM and Sirius 
to broadcast weather forecasts could help save people's lives if a bad storm 
makes normal broadcasts have static.  Traffic reports can cut significant 
amounts of time out of a trip home after work if AM and FM stations do not 
broadcast a traffic backup quickly enough.  There is no reason that these should 
be cut. 
 
Secondly, America prides itself on having a free market economy where 
competition is a necessity.  The government has even taken extra steps through 
the Sherman Anti-trust Acts and other similar bills to ensure that monopolies do 
not exist and competition can thrive.  By limiting the type of programming that 
satellite radio can put on the air simply because the NAB does not want 
competition in this area is going against the economy we have been defending for 
hundreds of years!  We cannot let the NAB take away the free market that our 
forefathers fought for. 
 
Satellite radio is a service that is paid for by its listeners.  It is no 
different than cable or satellite television in this respect, yet there are no 
entities challenging the rights of these services to produce their own 
broadcasts.  If satellite radio is restricted from giving weather or traffic 
information, then by the same standards, The Weather Channel must also be 
stricken from the air because it competes with the network news broadcasts.  I 
urge you, as our leaders, to reevaluate the current petition that is sitting 
before you and vote no.  A vote in favor for petition 04-160 is a vote against 
America and all of the ideals that have been set forth since the foundation of 
our country.  Vote against NAB's petition 04-160. 
 
With sincerest regards, 
Emily Tate  
 
 
 


